Village of New York Mills
	July 14, 2026
Mayor Talerico called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM followed by the pledge of allegiance and roll call.  
Present:  Mayor Ernie Talerico, Trustee Edwards, Trustee Frankland, Trustee Copperwheat, Trustee Chamberlain
 
Also, Present: Chief Robert Frankland, Chief Rick Ulinski, Attorney Kate Festine, Codes Enforcement Officer John Constas, Village Engineer Al Swierczek

Absent: Highway Superintendent Sean Brady 

Open Forum:  Mark Nassif, Olivia Sebastian, Christine Fitzgerald
Mark Nassif of 9 Henderson Street inquired about roadway maintenance and who has been responsible for street sweeping, snow removal and debris removal. Mayor Ernie Talerico informed Mr. Nassif that the town of New Hartford has been pitching in to help us with street sweeping. Also, Mayor Talerico assured Mr. Nassif that snow removal has always been a top priority for the Highway Department but because of the excessive snow in the 2025 to 2026 season it was challenging for the equipment to handle such a large load. Mr. Nassif suggested larger tires and more efficient snow removal equipment for the sidewalks. Mr. Nassif also presented his concerns with the lack of mail correspondence about the public hearing for Local Law No. 1. The mayor informed Mr. Nassif of the public posting in the Rome Sentinel. Attorney Kate Festine and Mayor Talerico also assured Mr. Nassif that the spirit of the law is to cover and protect the village from irresponsible property owners.
Olivia Sebastian and Christine Fitzgerald presented the board with issues regarding the cost of the painting repairs done to the new bathrooms at Pulaski Park that were put in order due to their children’s vandalism. They felt that the bill to cover the cost for painting and labor seemed excessive especially considering they offered to paint to save costs on labor. John Edwards explained to Mrs. Sebastian and Mrs. Fitzgerald that in order to keep up the new aesthetic of the building it needed to be professionally painted. Mayor Talerico also informed them of the policy of “prevailing wages” which explains why municipalities pay higher wages. Mrs. Sebastian and Mrs. Fitzgerald also voiced their concerns with the lack of transparency for how much the painting services were going to cost them and wish they were informed upfront when they were notified of the incident. Due to the recurring graffiti, Trustee John Edwards suggested the Highway Department repaints when vandalism occurs to save on costs.
Resolution 47:2026:  A motion was made by Trustee John Edwards, seconded by Trustee Copperwheat to open the Public Hearing for Local Law #2, 2026 Derelict Property.  The Public Hearing was opened at 7:25PM.
Introductory Local Law  No. 2 of 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk154761504]A Local Law to Regulate Derelict Buildings and Create a Derelict Building Registry in the Village of New York Mills.
Be it Enacted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of New York Mills:
Authority
This Local Law is enacted pursuant to the Authority granted pursuant to Article 10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law.
Legislative findings and purpose.
The purpose of this Section is to protect the public health, safety, and welfare by establishing a registration program for properties demonstrating a pattern of chronic noncompliance with the Village Code. Properties subject to repeated violations impose disproportionate burdens on municipal resources and negatively impact surrounding neighborhoods. This Section provides objective criteria for identifying and monitoring such properties.
Enactment
Article I. Definitions.
Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following terms shall, for the purpose of this Article, have the meanings indicated in this section:
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
The person so designated by the mayor, who is generally the Codes Enforcement Officer for the Village of New York Mills. 
DERELICT PROPERTY
Means any parcel of real property that meets the threshold criteria set forth in Article II of this Chapter.
OWNER
Those shown to be the owner or owners on the records of the Village of New York Mills Assessor, those identified as the owner or owners on a vacant building registration form, a mortgagor in possession, assignee of rents, receiver, executor, trustee, lease, or other person, firm or corporation in control of the premises. Any such person shall have a joint and several obligations for compliance with the provisions of this article.

QUALIFYING CODES VIOLATION
Any violation of any provision of the Village Code or any state fire, maintenance, or building code adopted and incorporated therein, including but not limited to property maintenance, building, housing, fire, zoning, or sanitation regulations, as determined by a Notice of Violation, as may be issued by the Enforcement Officer, or service of an accusatory instrument charging any violation of said codes, including but not limited to the activities set forth above, issued by an authorized enforcement officer.
REGISTRATION
Means enrollment of a property on the Village's Derelict Property Registry pursuant to this Article. 
Article II. Derelict Property.
A. Property shall be classified as a Derelict Property and shall be placed on the Derelict Property Registry when:
The property has been issued three (3) or more separate Notice of Code Violations within any rolling twelve (12) month period;
And;
At least two (2) of the violations remain uncorrected beyond the time allowed for compliance, or the property demonstrates a recurring pattern of substantially similar Code violations.
B. Each Notice of Violation shall be counted separately if it relates to distinct violations or is issued on separate inspection dates. Violations dismissed or vacated by a court of competent jurisdiction shall not count toward the threshold.

C. Once deemed a derelict property, the properly shall be required to be placed on the registry by the Enforcement Officer immediately and said registration will be renewed annually thereafter until the property is no longer out of compliance.
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ARTICLE III. Registration Requirements
A. Once deemed a derelict property, the Enforcement Officer shall provide the owner(s) by certified mail a notice with the following information:
1. A summary of qualifying violations;
2. The effective date of registration;
3. Registration requirements and applicable fees;
4. Procedures for appeal pursuant to Article VIII. 

B. Registration shall take effect fifteen (15) days after mailing unless timely appealed.

C. The Owner shall, within thirty (30) days of registration:

1. Submit a completed Derelict Property Registration Form;
2. Provide current contact information for the Owner and any managing agent;
3. Designate a local responsible party authorized to accept service of process;
4. Pay the annual registration fee established under Subsection 2-6-415.
D. The person responsible for paying the fee shall be notified of the amount of such cost by first-class mail sent to his/her address as shown on the assessor's records. The notice shall include a summary of qualifying violations; the effective date of registration; registration requirements and applicable fees; procedures for appeal pursuant to this Subsection. The enforcing officer shall send a copy of the notice to the comptroller, who shall be responsible for collection of same. If the person responsible fails to pay the total amount due within 30 days after the mailing of said notice, then a late charge of $10 shall be assessed and added to the charge. If payment of a charge is delinquent as of April 20 following the incurring of the fee, then the Village Clerk shall cause the charge to be added to the next Village tax bill and collected and enforced in the same manner as provided by law for the collection of taxes by the Village. Prior to adding the charge to the Village tax bill, there shall be imposed, an addition to the amount due, an additional administrative charge in the amount $10.
E. Any objection to the fee shall be made within 15 days after the mailing of the notice as provided in Subsection D of this Article III. Such objection shall be in writing and filed with the Village Clerk. The person responsible shall have an opportunity to present objections to the Village Board of Trustees either by personal appearance or in writing and the time to pay same without penalty shall be extended during the pendency of the appeal. The Village Board of Trustees shall determine the merits of the objection and notify the applicant and the comptroller in writing of the determination.
F. Failure to register shall constitute a separate and continuing violation of this Code.


Article IV. Ongoing Compliance
Properties on the Registry shall be subject to:
A. Periodic inspections as determined by the Enforcement Officer;
B. Compliance plans where required;
C. Enhanced penalties for subsequent violations.
D. Continued failure to correct violations may result in:
1. Civil penalties;
2. Municipal abatement;
3. Recovery of costs through tax lien or special assessment;
4. Any other remedies available at law or in equity.

Article V. Derelict Property Registration Fees.
A. The owner of a property placed on the Derelict Property Registry shall pay an annual fee as set forth below for the period the building remains on the Derelict Property Registry.
B. Fee schedule.
1. For residential buildings of one to three units:
i. For the first year: $500.
ii. For the second consecutive year: $750.
iii. For the third consecutive year: $1,000.
iv. For each subsequent consecutive year: $1,500.
2. For residential buildings of four to six units, and mixed commercial and residential buildings of two or three residential units:
i. For the first year: $750.
ii. For the second consecutive year: $1,000.
iii. For the third consecutive year: $1,500.
iv. For each subsequent consecutive year: $2,000.
3. For residential buildings of seven or more units, and mixed commercial and residential buildings of four or more units:
i. For the first year: $1,000.
ii.       For the second consecutive year: $2,000. 
iii. For the third consecutive year: $3,000.
iv. For each subsequent consecutive year: $4,000. 
4. For nonresidential buildings:
i. For the first year: $1,000
ii. For the second consecutive year: $2,000
iii. For the third consecutive year: $3,000
iv. For each subsequent consecutive year: $4,000
C. For purposes of this Section, "consecutive year" means uninterrupted placement on the Registry without qualifying removal under Article VII of this chapter.
D. The Derelict Property Registry fee shall be the responsibility of the owner of the property and shall be paid by such person. The expense incurred shall be a lien against the real property and shall be assessed and levied as provided in this section.
Article VI. Power to repair or abate violations.
A. Where an owner or responsible party fails to maintain the derelict property or premises in compliance with any lawful standard, after notice and opportunity to be heard to such owner or responsible party, the Village Board of Trustees may cause the violation to be abated, remedied, or otherwise corrected and pursue reimbursement for the cost of abatement under any authority available by law, including, but not limited to, Chapter 73 of the Village Code of New York Mills, New York State Property Maintenance Code 108.2, or any other equivalent law or ordinance. 
B. Any owner, occupant, or person in charge of the property receiving multiple notices of violation directing the violation to be abated or removed within a rolling twelve-month calendar year shall be subject to an increased percentage of the expenses as set forth below:
1. Second notice of violation received: 125%.
2. Third notice of violation received: 150%.
3. Fourth notice of violation received: 175%.
4. Fifth or more notice of violation received: 200%.

Article VII. Removal from Registry
A. A property may be removed from the Derelict Property Registry upon:
1. Demonstrated compliance with all outstanding violations; and
2. A twelve (12) month period with no new Code Violations; and
3. Payment of all outstanding fees, fines, and municipal charges. Removal shall not waive previously incurred penalties.
Article VIII. Appeal
A. An Owner may appeal placement on the Registry within fifteen (15) days of notice. The Notice of Appeal must be written and filed with the Village Clerk. Appeals shall be heard by the Village Board of Trustees
The burden shall be on the Owner to demonstrate that the property does not meet the criteria set forth in Article II. 

Article IX. Biannual reports.
The Enforcement Officer shall submit a quarterly report not later than January 15 and July 15 of each year to the Village Board of Trustees containing not less than the following information:

A. The number of properties in the Village declared derelict under the provisions of this article; and
B. The number of derelict property registrations filed or annually renewed with the Enforcement Officer.

Article X. Severability.
The invalidity or unenforceability of any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, provision, or phrase of the aforementioned sections, as declared by the valid judgment of any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, provision, or phrase, which shall remain in full force and effect.

Resolution 48:  2026:  A motion was made by Trustee Edwards, seconded by Trustee Chamberlain to approve Local Law #2 of 2026.  All in favor, motion passed.
A motion was made by Trustee Frankland seconded by Mike Copperwheat to close the Public Hearing on Local Law #2. All in favor, motion passed.
Regular Business
A motion was made by Trustee Chamberlain seconded by Trustee Edwards to approve the Treasurer’s Report for June 2026. All in favor; motion passed.
A motion was made by Trustee Frankland and seconded by Trustee Copperwheat to approve Abstract #2:
· General Fund: $467,766.46
· Library Fund: $2,693.44
· Total: $470,459.90
Voucher numbers #53-103. All in favor; motion passed.
A motion was made by Trustee Edwards seconded by Trustee Frankland to accept the minutes of the June 9, 2026 Board Meeting. All in favor, motion passed.

Departments


Fire Department
A written report is on file in the Clerk’s Office for June 2026.
Chief Rick Ulinski notified the board of 2 cases of smoke detectors that are available for home owners and apartment dwellers for no cost to them and that the Fire Department will install the devices. Also, Mr. Ulinski added that they are working with Bull Dog Inc. in order to receive repairs for the newer cutter device. It will be traded off by the sale of the old Halmatro cutter.
Resolution 49: 2026: A motion was made by Trustee Copperwheat seconded by Trustee Frankland to make Jared Janes a probationary member of the Fire Department. All in favor, motion passed.
Resolution 50: 2026: A motion was made by Trustee Frankland seconded by Trustee Copperwheat to make Probationary member Alicia Borgan into an active member of the Fire Department. All in favor, motioned passed.
A motion was made by Trustee Frankland and seconded by Trustee Copperwheat to accept the Fire Department Report for June 2026. All in favor; motion passed.

Highway Department
A written report is on file in the Clerk’s Office for June 2026.
All of the paving has been completed.  The veteran banners have been hung, and parks have been cleaned and groomed for a successful Party in the Park 2026.
A motion was made by Trustee Chamberlain and seconded by Trustee Frankland to accept the Highway Report for June 2026. All in favor; motion passed.

Police Department
A written report is on file in the Clerk’s Office for June 2026.
Trustee Copperwheat and seconded by Trustee Frankland to approve the Police Report for June 2026. All in favor; motion passed.

Code Enforcement
A written report is on file in the Clerk’s Office for June 2026.    
Trustee Chamberlain made a motion seconded by Trustee Copperwheat to approve the Codes Enforcement Officers report for June 2026.  All in favor, motion passed.

Engineer’s Report
Nothing to report.

Recreation Report
Trustee Edwards mentioned the Summer Program is going well with good attendance. He also mentioned the pavilion lights at Pulaski Park haven’t been turning on. Additionally, the timer needs to be set for the bathroom lights which will help deter vandals.
A motion was made by Trustee Chamberlain and seconded by Trustee Frankland to approve the Recreation Report. All in favor; motion passed.



Attorney’s Report
Resolution 51: 2026 Trustee Edwards seconded by Trustee Copperwheat made a motion to approve the repositioning of village lighting on the National Grid poles in order to accommodate the GoNetSpeed equipment. All in favor, motion passed. 
Attorney Kathryn Festine informed the board that the Supreme Court has ruled a deadline of August 15 to have the garage at 502 Main Street demolished.
New Business
Resolution 52: 2026 A motion was made by Trustee Frankland seconded by Trustee Copperwheat to approve the audit of the Village Court. All in favor, motion passed. 
Resolution 53: 2026 A motion was made by Trustee Edwards seconded by Trustee Frankland to accept the resignation of Frank Marino. All in favor, motion passed.
Resolution 54: 2026 A motion was made by Trustee Edwards seconded by Trustee Copperwheat to transfer funds from A231 Flood Mitigation to A200 General Fund for $77,362.32 for Site Worx bill from Mill Place. All in favor, motion passed.
Resolution 55: 2026 A motion was made by Trustee Edwards seconded by Trustee Chamberlain to initiate the Smart Growth Comprehensive Planning Grant. All in favor, motion passed.

Old Business

John Edwards stated tree removal has been started on the corner of White and Main Street.
There will be an inquiry to Oneida County for the funds needed in order to move the Fire Department bell to Centennial Park. When improvements have been completed, Trustee Edwards mentioned scheduling a press conference upon project completion.
Trustee Copperwheat thanked and showed his appreciation for all the village employees who contributed to the success of the Party in the Park on a job well done.
With no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Copperwheat and seconded by Trustee Frankland to adjourn the meeting. All in favor; motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 7:48 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Virginia PetrasTop of Form
Deputy Village Clerk
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